DUQDECIMAL NEWSCAST

Duodecimal Society of Great Britaln
106, Leigham Court Drive, Leigh-on-Sea, ESsex.

July *1173

I should like members to make use of the 'Ducdecimal Newscast!, whish will be issued as
circumstances require unt{l we have a regular journal, to let others know of their ideas, embryonic or
glgantic, I shall usc it to keep members informed of activities inside and outside of the Society, I shall
also make referenda torough it, as in this edition. Please forgive me I1f I dc not reply individually to
eagh answer U0 such referenda, although I shall try vto If time allows me.

General Meebing

I have already mentioned te some members and supporters that I am trying to arrange a meeting of us
all. Things are made difficult by the fach that we 1ive in all parts of the country.

London seems to be tioe most suitvable place; one evening in late August or early September, £he most
convenient time, Will anyone whe could be in London about that time to attend tie meeting let me know what
dates they can best arrange and I shall choose tiie one that fits in best with the most. Can anyone recommend,
or even nut gt our disposal a meeting place, please? I hope that with friendswe should number about a dozen,

This is the programme that comes tentatively to my mind and I should like svugestions for how ©o fill
it out; ”

1. Organization of tae Society
election of President and Committees
grades of membership

2, Activities of the Soclety
papers to learned bodles
stendards and research

3, Publicity
explanatory leaflet and other oublications
journal

When the details are fixed, I shall {ssue another tNewscast' tellinz when, where and what, I shall
also ask those me:mbers unable to attend to write thelr opinions so that they can be read out.

Publicity

L3 g result of my letter to 'The Times' on &t., George's Day 1 have had eleven people write to me direct,
none of them wiith any adverse comient, and {ive more people have joined.

For thosec wiio ¢id not see this letter [ reprotuce it as it appeared, The arti le to which I refer,
entivled 'Inch and Penny under Fire', makecs interesting reading.

" FLEXIBLE DOZEN
To the Editer of The Times

8ir, -~ Let us retionalize &nd regulariz: our inch and 1b, system - by exploiting its natural duodecimal
basis, not by putting it into a decimal straitjackets This duodecimal basis is seen in mogt of the units
mentioned in your expansive article on April 20, for instance our lengths have 12 inches in a foot: our
currency has 12 rence in a shilling; the year has 12 months, the day two dozen hours. Indeed, there is much
to be inferred from jour comnent: "Considerably more than half tne worid!s enzineering production is, In
fact, In inch sizes.?

The zreat majority of mathematicians are agreed that the most practical base for a system of counting
and units is the number 12 with twice as many divisors as 10, 3Jome few differ as to whether we could
generally adopt such a systen in face of the old, in much the same way as just over LOO years ago some
hesitated to use Arablc instead of Roman numerals.

Being more rational, arithmetic in schools would be easier, not merely on account of the systemized
tables of welghts and measures, but also on account of the czasler calculagions, Divisibility by 2, 3, L, 5,
8, 9 and even 11 is easier to recognize. The most commonly used fractions are easier {(e.g, two-thirds of
a foot is eizht inches; two—-thirds of a metre 6,666 (.a decinetres). FEven the duodecimal multiplication
table 1s more casily memorable than the decimal (which at present illogically reaches to 2 x 12). These
are but a few elementary examples: mathematliclans and technicians find similar advantages in higher fields.

Regularlzing our units would make easier any conversion, mental or more especially mechanical, to
other regular systemg such as the decinal metric for commerclal or technical purposes, By extending the
fundanmentally duodecimal basis of our units of measurefments the change will not be quite so drastic as a
supplantation to the decimal system: yet we shall be adopting a system more efficient than the decimal, We
shall be perfecting the unconscious wisdom of our tradition.

Yours faithfully,

B.R. BISHOP, The Ducdecimal
Soziety of (reat Britain,
106, Leigham Court >rive, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex,”
/Boos




Book Review

'The Duodecimal Book with Tables! - L.A, Poulden, F.Il..,8, Cleaver-Hume Press Ltds, London. Seccond Bditien
2128 pp. Price %13 shillings,

Desplte the title this book is not about base-twelve arithmetic, but about "ecalculations in feet and
inches without having to reduce them to vulgar fractions or decimals" and includes what used to be called
‘cross-multiplication’, Two dozen pages are devoted to an explanatory introduction which is quite lucid,
and ®EE to the tables, Not an architect myself, I cannot prctend to vouch for the extent of its profescsional
velue, I om nonetheless sure that it will save precious time for anyone with constant cause to apily the
four rules to feet and inches. It also draws attention to some useful tips such as tcoupling' in additlion and

1 short cuts {n multiplication.

Whilst we are still in a state of having a duodecimal system of measurements and & decimal system of
numbering at the same time in thls country, this book makes an admirable compromise and practical bridge
betwicen the two, Mr. Poulden has met as far as possible the difficulties ipherent in this confusing
dichotomy, But these difficulties are overcoms with less complications whon the system of numbering conforms
to the system of measurements,

1 am sure that Mr, Poulden will not mind my telling other members that he haff just joined our Society.
News

Soze will already know that the Ducdecimal Society of America held thelr Annual Meeting on %24 May in the
Carnegie Endowment Internationel Center, Hew York, at which ifr. Henry C. Churchmen was to speak on 'Doremic
Dimensions', tderemi' being the name of his application of duodecimals to all measurements, ‘’e all hope the
meeting was & SUCCESS, 12 I hear from the Secrefary in time ror cur next !Wewscast!', [ may be able to write
a couple of lines on this meeting,

An internationsl standard has been fixed for those two important units, the pound and the Inch, fixing their
! exactitude for scientific 2nd technical purposes. This may wake a useful basis for & duodecinal scheme of
wiits, After 1 July 311 non-metric celibrations in the stendards laborateries of Great Britain, Canada,
y,ew Zealand, sustralia, South ifrica and the Uaited States will be made in the new definitions., The i{nternational
sound s X03XE81 of a Kilogram and the intarnational inch 1s %0;553 983 687 of a metres

I hopa the next fDuodecimal Newscast! will be an invitation {0 the General Meeting and contaln the
programme, Can I please have articles to include as well? I should 1like to give a list of the names and
addresses of full members as a sort of introcuction to cach other, unless anyone would prefer not,

. | S pp—



o
)
2
=
€]
Ay}
r:.:«
t
=
e
(.l.
o
i

FULT e BOLN & e

T Le i 4
PEASTAAEE E

“w




	nr01201
	nr01202
	nr01203

