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Our membership is too scattered and a mutually suitable time too difficult to
find to hold a general meeting just yet., It is essential we do so as soon as possible
when an opportunity is more favourable. Iieanwhile, I shall continue to act as
Secretary as far as my time permits.

My next task is to write immediately to the Beaver Committee. This study group
under the chairmanship of Sir Hugh Beaver, set up by the British Asgociation for the
Advancement of Science, has as its terms of references "To report on the practicability,
implications, consequences, both internationsl -nd domestic, and the cost of a change~
over to the metric laee, decimal metrig/ system or the decimalization of weights,
measurss, and coinage by the United Kingdom'". I intend to point out the advantages of
base twelve and its practical applications to a metric system without advocating any
particular system. I anyone wisghes to0 give me any advice on this (or anything else,
of course, for that matter) I shall weigh it carefully.

The organization, activitieg and publicity of the Society will continue as at
present. Much will need to be done individually, in particular as far as research,
publicity and recruitment are concernsd., I have had several suggestions for number
symbols and for metric systems which I am collating in preparation for our rescarch and
standards committee when formed. Some have expressed willingness to write to news—
papers and magazines. (I reproduced in the last 'Duodecimal Newscast' my contribution
to 'The Times'. Ses also under the heading in this 'Newscast "WHAT OTHERS SAYY 'The
Boonomist! .) T ask all members to see what they can do or continuve to do on these
lines.

We need & gimmick, Can anyone suggest a simple decimal-duodecimal converter?

Hag anyone won g fortune on the football pools with a permutation duodecimally
caleculated? Will some expert on the digital computer explain to ug the intricacies of
how duodscimal numbers are easier than decimal to convert to the binery scale? Will
some printer say whether book pagination would be easier duodecimally? “hat about a
Society symbol?

It is necessary to have a revprint of the leaflet we are using. Instead of bheing
merely copied, it has one or two little alterations. Three copies are enclosed with
this 'Newscast'! for members'! use. There ave more if wanted.

Our forum will =£t111 be this 'Duodecimal Newscast' published as occasion and
material permit. We can all use it to discuss ideas and keep up-to-cdate. There is no
need to say how much letters or articles are needed.

CORRESPONDIEYCE

DUODECIMALS START :£T SCHOOL

3ir, ~-During the first world war, I spent most of my school days at a Prepn.
School in Bxeter. Norwood School, the Keverend R. N. Bird., I remsmber him, or one of
his assistant masters explaining the wherefore of the decimal system because originally
nuibess wero counted on the fingers., He then said it was his one guarrel with the
Creator that he had not made ug with six fingers on each hznd, and sxplaining the
advantages of the duodecimal system. e assured us that in due course a dvodecimal
system would be used. Possibly one of your other members had a similar experience.

The MHaster so impressed this system on me that it hes always bsen at the back of
my mind. This wag revived by a broadcast some time in the late thirties, and at last
came to fruition by your letter to 'The Times', and the formation of what I am sure
will be our great Society.

G. L. 4DINTY.

185, Piccadilly, W.1., *B iugust 1173 ' i

Zfditor‘s cowments The Creator did quite right in giving us four fingers and an
opposable thumb: so that we can count a dozen on each hand by touching with the thumb
in furn the $ips, middles and bascs of each finger., Although our North Indo-European
foref%thers lmew this, 1t is man's fault when he misuses God's gift and counts only
five,



THE DUODECIMAL WORILID

When passing through Paris in August, I telephoned M. Jean Hssig, auvthor of ’Douze"pﬁ
notre dix futur' and had an interesting talk with him. He is giving very careful
thought to ths formation of a Trench duodecimal society.

The Duodecimal Society of Americe had a successful Meeting of the Board and

Annual Meeting on *¥24 May 1173 in the Carnegie Indowment International Center, New Yorkg
appropriately opposite the United iong Headquarters. I should like to mention a
few things from the report in the latest 'Ducdecimal Bulletin'. The last year has been
"a year of continued progress'; notsbly in schools. '"We extend heartisst welcome and
good wishes to cur companion society. It already has our eager co-operation'. Their
of ficers have aroused duodecimal interest abroad dvring extensive Travels in Australis,
New Zealand, Chinsz,; Japan, the Pacific islands and the ’estern states and by means of
Zgperanto. One can buy duodecimal slide rules from they produced by Tom Linton, for

5. Owing to the absence of ¥r. H. C. Churchman; Mr. Reard read a summary of his
paper and the meeting ended in Yriendly informality.
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Mr. Ralph H. Beard, the Secretary of the Duodecimal Society of America has joined
our Society, with a vary gensrous contribution for which we are most grateful indeed.

WHAT OTEERS &S5 AY

"The Duodocimal Bulletin'; August *1173, of the Duodecimal Society of . ica,
page *E., T think the comment of our American colleagues desgerves verbatim repetition:’

"he Duodecimal Society of Great Ixritain
The new banner above was wafurled to the British skies as the letterhsad of our
new Sritish companion in the work of educating the world in the use of dozenals in
April 1959. This was the first time I had used letterheaded paper when writing to
Ameiica, as I had used the G.P.C. air letter before. I first used the title on
*25 October 1172/.

In meny ways, sngland, "the .oiother of parlicments,™ is also e mother of duocdecimals,

Many British names illurmine the long roll of thosse who have recognized the superiority
of the dozen, ~~ and Britain has been the outstanding opoonent of decimalization for
meny generations.

Both tngland and imerica suffer from inadequate integration of their standards of
measure. Only two practical remecies ars zmvailable for thems

(P) The weak adoption of the French metric system, with the inescapable confinement
into only partial systewatization, and to a stultifying system of numbersy —— or

(Q) The stimulating choice of re-basing their numbers upon the ids=al dozen, and, —-
by modifying their fine, naturally-evolved standards of measurc only slightly, —
establish the consummate dozenal metric system, with its relaxing flexibility
and complete applicability to all measurement.

There ig a creeping contagion in The world for conformin~ to the decimal base in
currency and measures. Only energetic initiative and purvosed organization can halt
it. Lazy minds and lirmited visiong must be awaltened to the new freedom and expanded
horizons of the dozen system.

This is a difficult undertaking. But an undaunted group of our British cousins
have taken it on. They have now "put their foot in the road' that leads to a brighter
tomorrow for all men.

Blow the Whistles! Ring the Bells! Dance in the Street! ¥z hail their coming
into the fine comradeship of the pugnacious pionsers who fight for the nev fresdom of
mind and method."

"Phe Eeonomigt!y, 5 September, *117 DL 7239 price ¥1;6s
There is an oxtrdct headed 'NO D& ”I'LL COIDLGE‘ with the essentials of an article
in 'The Zconomist' a hundred ysars before (3 September *10XE). It is well worth-~
while reading this forthright defence of the twelve-pence shilling with a lucid
| explanation of the indisputable mathematical recson, Ky comment on the article is in
'The Heonomist! 2 October *¥1173.

{j@s?iiyig‘ August *1173, issued by the Phonetic Alphabet Association (*86,
Dalmain Road, S5.EZ. 23) I gquote an article in its entirety. It has lead to
snquiriss or to membership. MNr. G. W. Shipway, 29, Cockington Lane, Paignton, Devon,

has an interesting prototype duodecimal standards systen.

"DUODLECIMALS LFE,.. thoush Basic Inglish needs an Inglish alphabet as urgently
&D any other sort of Engligh .... the twe rs:forms had better be kept separate'. —
17 That advice applies, perhaps, even wore so to the reforms of letters and of
numbers. However, one of our members, ir., B. R, Bishop, who has recently founded the
Duodecimal Society of Great Britain, points out that there is some scope for co-—
operation between our two movements. One sphere of activity in which, he suggests
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g“ alphabet degigners and arithmetic reformers might well combine is in the designing of

new number symbols, since our present onss are asg illogical as our alphabetic
characters. It had not struck mec before that there was any disadvantage in having
completely arbitrary numsrals; but if a duodecimal notation is to be launched in
competition with the prssent decimal notation, then it would certainly be less
confusing to have an entirely new beb of symbols, in which case some logic in their
design, if this can be achievsd whilst keening the symbols both simple and distinctive,
would be 211 to the good. OCur ir?c”ular syatems of currency and measures in this
country are often attacked by people who advocate the mefric system to bring us in
line with most other countries, but the number 12 hag twice 2s many divisors as 10,
so that promoszls to put our 12 pence and 12 inches into decimal straitjackets have
always met with rational opposition. ALt the sams time, a place value system of
fractions is far simpler than vulgar fractions. By changing over to a duodecimal
gystem of numbers we should have the best of both worlds. ﬁhaw degcribed duodecimals
as "a coming reform', and supported the cause with almost as much fervour as hoe did
that of a phonstic alphabet. I you would like to have furuhgr particulars, write

direct to &c."

'The Calendar for the ilodern .ig
Nelson, price ®L. This 111um1n9t1nﬂ ook
and the Torld Calendar association's Recom
#¥T7-day fixed quarters.

Migg Elisabeth Achelis, published *1173 by
iiecussses the story of the present calendar
lationg for a rational ycar of four
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It has one reference of particular interest to duodecimalists on poge 7393
"... in 1937 the League Zﬁf Nationg/... achieved ons highly important rcsult, it
eliminated the 13-month plan. The 13-month cal ndar was abandoned, because of the
mony drastic changes invoTved, The indivisibility of the nuwber 13 was un0uher
factor as well as the conviction that 'the number 12 is betiter ad :
and noeds! (/moornotb to the quotati on/ Camille Flammerion, Ffounder and
the French Astronomical Society)".

'Johnson's Dictionary of the ‘nglish Ianguage', *105E by Samuel Johnson L1.D,
"DUODECUPLE 2dj (du and decuplus latin) Con/i/ting of twelves Gri/efius, a learned
Po]fnd@r9 endeavours to 5/tab1isb the duodecupls proportion among the Jews, by
comparing /ome pa//ages of Jeripture together —— Arbuthnot"
”DduHN n./. (douzaine, French) the number tu It is /eldom u/@d but on light
ocoa/lons.

We cannot lodge and beard a dozen or fourteen gentlewomen, but we keer
bas hou/e Jtraight = ak/peare
TLwt the Indian figsg buar /uoh huge leaves,; or delicate fruit, I could never finds
yet L have travelled a dozen miles together undsr them. F

By putting ftwelve units tos we have the complex idea of a dozen —— Lockee
The number of dl//vnters was /omething under & dozen with them —= Swift"

“DYODECATEUCRION n./. (v s oo igr apio Wl he twelfth par
'Tig dodecatsmorion thus d@/b"l“ d - hrice ten degrees, which every /ign contains,
— Let twelve eLnau/t9 that not ons paﬁt :emains; —— It follows reight, that every
twelfth confines -~ Two whole and one half portion of the /igns“ -— Greech

ot

ol
o ©

LTUODECIMAL LIBRA

Ly

¥

A library of works referring to the principle of base twelve is an essential to
Society professing those principles. I therefore ask members to let me have any
copies of such books;, periodicals or leaflets to start & library hers. If you sce a
publication for sale, sscond-hand for example, you may care to buy it for our library.
Some members who have published things may be able to let us have a CODY

Doubtless soms people are reluctant to surrender books indefinitely, but are
willing to loan them to other members. Also some may know of z oartioular work in
public library. Plﬁase let me know and I can advise others through the 'Newscast!',

"hilst on the subject of books, may I remind you that publications, including
thogse listed in our leaflet or mentioned in 'Newscazts! ; can be ordered through the
Society.

FINAWCE

In this general assessment of our Society's position after a year, it is as
well to mention our financial resources. We now have a healthy credit of *3 4),96
shillings. (In the statement I use the shilling for convenience as the fundamental



gpry % I

& fractional, sc that *038 shilling is .'
szad in non-dvodecimal iz urcc our credit

og not take into account tho cost of this

coinags unit, pence becoming
8&. and *0306 shilling a ha

9d.) This statement
iscast!,

Although thig credit is h=althy, it even uore so before we attempt
anything too ambitious. Leaflets and % gts' will probably continue to be duplicated
instend of being printed (unless anyone can offer us printing facilities). Advertising
must still be through personal contacts znd letters, ig in any case more cffective

than forn advertizements.,
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