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EDITORIAL

Space limits this Editorial, I ask for articles and lotters
for the Newscast: we need a wide selection of material. If (as
the author of this month's "cenitral feature") you can contribute
towards printing it would help,

The circulator. last November I sent two out, each to ccver
half the merbership: one has just returned; the othor scoms lost.
I have material Tor another; btut with only onz copy I request ail
who wish to receive it to write to me. No circulee mey kecp 1t
over a week before passing it on with comments.

The Duodecimal Socicty of America held a vory successful
fnnual Heeting at the Carncgie “ndowment Center on *19 April 117k,
They are justly proud of their ‘iManual of The Dozen System' and
will »rint an ZTsperanto vorsion of their leaflet. Charles S. Bagley
has devised a duodzcimal inch micrometer.

In France, M. Jecan Issig continues expounding duodecimals
e.g. in Lille University and to some industrialists in Lyouns.
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SOCIP»TY ACTIVITIRS -

The Praft hulcs, proposed at the General liceting and promised
in the last Newscast are printcd on the noext two pages. ~ill
dembers pleasc return with any amendnconts the spare copy they will
recoive go that the hules may bo ratificd at the next mceting in
accordance with ‘ule 8.

A sort of Duodccimal ncyclopacdia is being built vy to
contain facts on every duodecimal aspect. Accounts of specialist
applicetions of base twelve arc needed (c.g. football-pool
permwtations, nautical tables, printing units, computor
prog rammlno, cte. )

A AT I R MR 1) TR I i P A MG 50 1 =i P N IS4 R A AR

BRITISH ADSOCIAHION FOﬁ THR ADVANC-~-JT OF SCIMNCHE
18, Adam Strect
Metric Committee Adclphi, ARP————
London, 7.C.2. :See comments
‘on pages :
30th October 1959 D.&6

Dear Sir,

Thank you very much for your lcttcr of 26th October and for
the pamphlets on the Duodecimal Society of Greet Britain. e have
alrcady been in touch with tho Duodecimal Socicty of éﬁﬂrlya. =

/sic/
#hilst there is a great deal to bec said for the /denlmal system

systom on wany grounds, we fecl that in our investigation we must
deal with the practical considerations of transitional difficultics
and transitional costs. Whatever the shortcomings of the Arabic
system of numcrals it has been accepted and used without difficulty
forcenturics, and on practical grounds we consider that it would be
impossible to porsuade the world that the confusion and cost of
changing to a duodecimal systom would be outweighed by the long-
term bonefits which might flow frem the change.

Yours faithfully,

3gd.
(T. P. Thomas)
Advertiscments: porsonal or commercial

1 shilling per line or £2:4:0 por page of normal trype.
Il'ustration by special arrargement,



T he Puocdecimal Sociliety
of Great Britain
RULES

1. DName

The Socieby shall be called "The ~22Z88al

Great Britain'. Duodecimal

Society of

2. Alwms

2.1 To draw the attention of responsible people and
orgenigations, with and without technical intcrests, to
the superiority of the duvdecimal method of counting and
measuring.,

2.2 To organize constructive opposition to any legislative
proposal to extend the decimal metric system.

2.3 To conduct research into numbers and standardized units
with especial refercnce to those using base twelve.

3. Mewmbership

Membership shall be open to all persons in Great Britain oxr
abroad interested in the aims of the Soclety. There shall be
four grades of members as follows:--

. " 1

3.1 Life Members —— persons who pay a suni oo,cﬂo( )times
the annual subscription as currently prescribed for
Ordinary Nembers.

3,2 Ordinary iembers —- persons who pay the annual
subscription 28 currently prescribed.

3.3 Young Members —-- persons of Kl9 years of age or under
or who are still full-time ot school, college or similar
place of education who pay half The annual subscription
payable by Ordinary Members.

3.4 Subscribing Supporters —— persons who actively support
the work of the Society but who do not wish formally to
become members; to receilve the same rights and privileges as
a full member they must pay a subscription as appropriate.

(2)

4. liembers! Rights

Fully-paid-up members as indicated at rule 3 shall be
eligible as follows:-—
4,1 To receive the Society's Journal.

4.2 To receive any freely-distributed publication of tha
Society and notice of other publications.

4.3 To vote at Society's meetings.

4.4 To inspect the Society!s accounts. (3)

5. Subscriptions

Subscription rates shall be those currently fixed by the
Council as appropriate to grades of Membership shewn in rule 3.
Annual subscriptions shall be due on the first day of the
financial year. liembers, other than Life Members, joining
during a financial year shall pay a sum equivalent to one-
twelfth of their appropriate annual subscription for each
month remaining until the next firancial year starts.
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6., Funds

The funds of the Society shall be banked with the London
All cheques drawn on the account must

Trustee Savings Bank.

bear the signature of the Treasurer and one other member of
The Society's financial year shall be
FTOM veoeocasoosooe VO eanooooscosoa (4)

the Council,

7. Meetings

7.1 A General Meeting shall be held annvally.

7.2 Special Meetings may be called at the discretion of
the Council,

8. Voting

Voting at meetings shall be by simple majority of those
present. Proposals involving the Society's rules or independence
shall require a two-thirds majority of all members (excluding
abstentions), voting being by the most convenient means possible.
In the event of equality of voting &t any meeting, the Chairman
shall have a casting vote in addition to his vote as & member
of the Society.

9. Government

9.1 Council -~ There shall be a central Council elected by
postal ballot before the annual General Meeting, comprising
Officers who are¢ full members of the Soclety as followss-

Chairman

Vice-Chairman
Secretary and Treasurer
" Bducation and Publicity Secretary

The Council shall issue invitations to become President

of the Society.

The Council shall be responsible for the
management of the Soclety within the policies decided at
General and Special Meetings.

9,2 Committces -~ The Council shall nominate such Committees as
are necessary to assist it in matters such as educational
facilities, discovery and development in nuwneration and
mensuration, and editorial functions.,

Notes (1) The multiple of the Ordinary Membership fee is to be

filled in, Two dozen,

(2) Honorary lembers

until the Socilety was larger.

Initiation Fee

16 and one dogzen were suggested.

We agreed this was not appropriate

We agreed that it was not advisable

for us to have new mewbers pay an extra initiation fee,

(3) 4uditing will be discussed at the next General lMeesting
and if necessary an azddition made to rule 6.

(4) Dates mentioned included

about

January
Maxrch

March
April

April

calendar year
solar or
zodliac year
Lady Day

Income~tax
yeor

Easter day

(A date other than 1 January
(makes for awkwardnesses such
(as "financial year 1173/1174"
(and (except for zodiac year)
(difficulty in division into
(months; but a Spring date is
( easier for Members to pay

{ subscriptions.,
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: DECIMAL COINAGR AN
r- TE® HETEIC S§YST BN
SHOULD BRITAIN CHANGE?
A joint report of Committecs appointed by The British Association
for the Advancement of Science and Tac Association of British
Chambers of Commerce —~ Buttcrworth's Scientific Publications, 7s. 6d.

This report appears, in both tonc and content, an informal,
cautious outline of thc British attitude to decimal coinage and the
decimzl mctric system for weights and measurcs,

The cnguiry's terms of reference weres '"To report on the
practicability, implications and conscquences, both intcrnational and
demestic, and the costs of a change over to the wmelric systom and/or
tho decimalisation of coinage in the Urnited Kingdom,": also ".....
increascd rationalisaticn or docimalisation of the pre&cnt units so.."
(p.3). Thus the Committce could not consider long-torm valucs or
ney systens.

The scope was alsc limitod, perhaps unavoidably, as the y
recognize: "o have made no attempt to obtain the views of the
goncral public — the man-in-the-street and the houzcvife. Any change
in coinage or woights and measurcs would have far-rcaching implications
for the public and no change should be wade without sccking the views
of the public" (p.5). Also "Therc may be a large body of cpinion
which has not responded to our encuiry thinking that they werce not
particularly concorned" (p.70). The Committec rashly asswnc that
their rospondents, and cven the public, objectively and cxportly know
what is best.

Decimal coinage is recommended and the Government should toke an
carly decision in principle: "The longer the delay the greater will
be the transitional cost". "Although rcspondents cxzpress little
dissatisfaction with the present systcem of coinage in industry and
commarce, therc is wide approval of the concept of decimal coinage"
Although "the vast majority of these Z_.v. retail or cus§7 daily
transactions arc concerncd with sums under &1" (p.18), the Committce
objectively relay the strong dosire to rotain the pound as the main
unit, purcly on scentimental grounds (which arc demolished by no less
an authority than Lombard in 'The Financial Timcs' on #ay 7 1960). The
Committoc show little faith in British financial standing when they
usec an cxpectation of Further develuations of moncy among their
reasons (p.24). If rationalizing coinagcdecimally costs £100m., we
should do it properly —— duodecimally.
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For wcights and mcasurcs "... the Committce cannot rocommend®
compulsory adortion of the-iﬁecimql7 mcetric system by the U.X. at
the presont time", but streosses decimal and rationalization tronds.
The renort rcviews how surprisingly intormational arc the uses of
the inch and pound and draws notowerthy attontion to the lack of an
internaticnal authority for sponsoring thesc units, such as that to
which it attributes the success cf dg%docimal metrics,

Rationalization in the roport acquires a falscly limited sense
almost synonymous with decimalizaticn of the Imperial system and it
is admittodly seon as "e stop tewards decimal thinking" (p.52).
Although the questiomnsirce dovoted a scemingly unrestricted guestion
to yationaligation of units, the reoport docs not expstiate on the
responsc.  Honetheless threce scund ways to rationalize arsc recommended:
a) rcducs to onc unit in cach catcgory (1cngth, welght, capacity)
for ocach industry; b) ond cbsoleto systcms (c.g. trcy apothocarias!,
pormmyreight )y e)dofine international yard end pound.

The advantages for dcecimal currconcy, weights oné measures
proposced could in all cases be cgually uscd to suppert duodecimal
onesy vhich would in fact climinatc somc disadvantages, The niost
mentioned wits aro of currency and length where the twelve—
divided foot and shilling have most importancce. In cducational
aspeets I underline "the only disadvantage mentioned was the logss
of mental skill in dealing «ith twelves".

What in fact did the Committec thiuk aboubt dozcnals? .
copy of what was writicn to the Commditize  2os been sent to
Mombcrs.% The Committce's reply is roproduced verbatim on page 2.

By this ansver the Committec show they rcalisc the advantages
of duodeccimal arithmctic but doubt their powcrs of persuasion.
They allow the habits of the past few centurics, when mathomatics
was ombyonic and the possession of a fow, to hamstring all future
acons, when mathematics is rapidly advancing and the posscssion of
all,

/Fote: please scnd S8s. 6d. if you would like mc to get and
post you a cop

#(In 'The Duodccimal Bulletin! for December £Z1959: there
are some free spare copies available for Zembsrs on request,
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e A REVISED CURRENCY

by S. Terguson

-
£

Zﬁbtes *indicates duvodecimal, %deoima : T= ten or dek, £ = eleven or 627
Bngland has a currency system at presont which can be accommodated
to both decimal and duwodecimal proposals by virtue of its twenty-
shilling vound and dozen-pence shiiling. vith the introduction of
either a completely decimal or duodecimal system at least one unit
will have to go. Of propesais so far published, the decimelists faovour
the pound at the cost cof the penny and shillings the duodecimalists
favour the shilling and renny, at the cost of the pound as unit of
reference,

The cost of a decimal changecver is largely o matter of the
alteraticn of machines and the printing and minting of ncow units of
currencyy the cost is also a matfter of public interest in that any
attempt to decimalise a pound will require new coins belew 6d., and
thus confuse the shopper and the tradesmany the alteration of the
basic units of our currency can couse nothing but confusion and
expense, On the other hand; the cost of a ducdecimal currency is the
cost of removing the half-crown and introducing new ceins above 28.,
new notes for the 0ld pounds; there will be 1ittle or no confusion
in the marlet-place, the basic units remaining.

Statisticians may count their thousands of pounds, but the
majerity of people count their shillings sond pence, using the pound
only where the number of shillings 1s too large to be easily vritten
or spokers for instance we refer to multiples of shillings, over #&1
and below %QS, rather than to pounds. Duodecimal suggestions exploit
this natural tendency by making a new unit of a dozen shililings or
mora, kecping the basic everydoy units.

It is interesting to note how the basic units have not altered
since the Conquest, and how the higher units have vacillated. Apexrt
from Bdward ITI's gold pennies, the penny-shilling ratio has held
since the Ccnquest, and one must go back to the Anglo-STazon kingdoms
before one finds a different ratio. Zﬁhe ratio *¥10:1 was brought in
from the continent at a time wheo the Mercion shilling was fourpenc_g7o
To show you the divergence in names and values, the table below
compares the value of the names azplied to gold ccins in conper hence
(decimal) and in shillings (dvodecimal). The name pound, by the way,

1;
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is vart of our Roman heritage, from the time when %2@0 penniesa:;;e
coined to the pound troy of silver, a ratio unaltered except by
debasement — at one timc the ratio was %Ofo 1+ Our symbols L,s,d,
from the Latin libra, solidus and denarius, are reflected in the
pre-Revolution monetary system of France, waich had a livre of
£20 sous, a sou of ¥10 deuier.

Table A Comparison of names and values

i — e iy S——
; YCopper pence shulmgs g Naues F‘r‘ﬁction of puund ]
360 26;0 Ryal, SOVQI‘@lg}’l :
270 130 Scverelgn i !
252 19;0 Cuinea$ :
240 1830 Sovereign, Unite, Broad,
i i 3 A G 2 R T AL . e - . i -, Gulnea - - 1
160 113 %a.mc §
120 ! ;0 lx'lgel Ry:\l i
100 ‘ 8L moble, i
80 633 George, ingel, Noble,
72 { 630 Florin
60 i 530 Crown H
24 2;0 Florin (Gold penny} %
20 138 {Gold penny ) i
12 130 Shilling i
g 6 0;6 Tester i
: L 0; Groat 1/60 1 /50 |
; 1 0;1 Penny 1/240; 1/1ﬂo i
- o R i A A B s )
pA coin mere popular than the #18;0 sov, in its day.
From the comvarison of namcs, it ig clear that people wanted
o wit of at least the size of a £20s. sovercign, and irdeed, were

wwould have 1t stltl froim the tabie also,
it is clear that coins representing 2/), %9 4 and 7,3 of one pound
wers once useful, ratios that showm their usefulness by the number
of names these units were given, each name showing that the coin
oY a Ddrevi.us name had appreciasted or depreciated Gcoordlnv to the
price of gold at the time, but that a unit of, say, /3 £ was
neceded, and had to be again provided.

it not for irfiztion, we

‘The name florin was definitely apoplied to a 68, coin at one
time, but the name was appropriated for a new unit originally

20



1 currency o

bearing the tlcle "one~tonth of a pound®.

-

The pound, fodgqg is worth but 1/er of its pre-war value, or

,LH of its leub under Victoria, and perhaovs as much as £1/100th of
iha pound {cxperts differ) in Dr. Johnson's day. Bven today it is
announced as #15;3s. as compared with *183;0s in the year 1171, or as
*¥17:Cs. in *1171 as cowpared with *13;0s in 116L., Alrcady sugzestions
have becn put forward to alter the sizes of our coins, and we gee, 'in
other countries using the pound, those provosals already fact — Ghana's
pomny, Cyorus' 5 mil are of tho value of our penny, but the size of a
halfpenny, for imstance. If wve too ant better metals used in cur
coing, we must reduce their size - a *¥10s. piece, for instonce, cculd
be alwnost pure silver, but the size of the oXd H5s, piece.

Showing the inflation of ocur currency, tho coins in use hove

ohgzped their nona359 and some have gone: ¥1143 (%192u saw the last
1d coinsy ¥1163 (£1947) saw the last silver; in %1169 (£1953)

choaper quality cpro-nickel ushcerod in the Sscond Elizebethen Age.
Under Victoria the penny was reduced from one cunce (av,.) of copser
to 1/3 ounce copucr-bronze; for Ddward VIII the silver 3d. becune
nickel-brass; in *1168(£1955) the farthing wns last mintod, and has
sincc disappeared, and one can presume that the halfpeniy wlll not be
long in following suit. The guince, the six-shilling picce, the
crevm, the double-florin, the haif, threco—guartcr and third forthings,
a1l have disanhcared.,

It is on the question of inflaticn thot several of the decimal
sugzestions can be izmored; we have no coin swaller thon the holf-
vemny, and thus therce is no point in calling one shiiling ff niils
or on¢ pound I%OOO mils, when the 1 wil will be less then our ne,

wilest wnit of currency wmust be tangible; not imaginary.

On the matter of sizes and metals 1t is worth noting that
decimalists recuire new small covper coins to replace the old, =znd
nsw curro-nickel coinsi they prepose the interim solution of replacing

the penny ond halfpenny by coins the same size, despite the anireciation

of the peonny under these conditions. The duvodecimal suggestions also
postponc the day of size changing, but remove the 2365 coin, and add

nev units, units that could well be minted in new sizes and good mctals -

giving us better quality wetal in circulation, of sizes fitting theilr
value, and the scherwa ot rcvised sizes for all.
dee Table D for sugpested new sizes and metal§7

5o
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the suggestions themselves: we "duodecimalists' must rejcet
the deciwal »rovosals, but it 1s worth noting some of the dra . backs
of the decimal wnits.

izchines giving change need altering: the basic units
currency arc upsets e losc the zasc of division b e
six, and must instead c¢i thesec use the seldom-want
would not suggest the deciwmalists cannoct see thesc
they have @pounded at some lenzth ceoosoo “The smal ader sscosae
may not immiedictely ajrprecicte the logic of having to ring up
gixrence on colliecting five cents, or five conts on coliecting
sixpence, depending on whether he has had his cash register
adjusted sessse™ Misissososthe slight appreciation of the penny
to £1.2 pence covld be en8ily OVETCOME essesose’ Tessscesecs O
schene having both a 'heavy' and 2 'light' DeNny seeescoe’ Mesasose
vacre copoer coins are uscd in meters therce sheuld be a refund
of one 5 cent coin in every 6 such ccins colloetod cesesesss’ Mtho

overcharge ceuscd by using 2 Sct. coin instezd of the penny at the
rate of %000855 florin ver coin." M.es... therce would appear to
be no rodress vhere threc S5ct. coins were used instead of three
pennics in a 'vhone KiosSk sseseeeot It is clear to us that the
shilling of *10 pence, divieible cvenly by 2, 3, 4 and 6, is of

greator ofilcicncy, and of greater practical value thon a
deciialised pound dlvisiblo only by 2 and the soldom-used 5,

Turring to the decimal suggestions, the table on the noxt

page coizparch the systcis so far proposed.

ERRAT AL to 'A Duodecimal Calendar' by C. J. llen
srinted in '"Duodecinal Newscast'!', January *117L4.
page 6, line *27 ... oes  eeo .. Lor 20B7  road 1BET
page 9, tables H  Shrove T‘csday voo  for fmf. 21 1t ad Pig, 2
Lgh edncsday oos FLor hmf, 22 }vad Fis. 3
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The decimal suggesticns cxeept one zre all similar; and arc inel
casons given aboves

for the

250 mil 25¢t.
125 nil 124ct,
100 mil 10ct,
(834n) ---
50 mil i 5cte
25m 24ct.
1241 i 14C0s
101 ¢ Tet,
5t i et
-~ :: ———r
24m H FAav
~§ coin

'the other

ised currency

8s.Ld Lw& be dismissed es all coins above 1
ﬂJt ta1u suggestion kecvs only

50 T proposed,

1

Tae dvodecimal suggesticons so far ceollected ere

impractical farthings one goes down from the pound,

the pennys ho rever of
this 1g the only decimal cune that would have ony
chance of being useful in the markcet-place.

cverydey unite, of penry and shilling.

+1
[y 4Re]

(0.6cts)

L3Cta

ficient

suggestion of £1009=1 unit of
1d need changing, and
cgestions

]ufg ly of one
pattern - from thc penny, up -~ and only onc goes as low a

and. Lpﬁ’t

e}
s the

te need a unit of the size of, or over, a pound, and not one

smailer,

oY we
it contains large quantities with fow nwacrals.
be too small for the statisticians, but it would prove tho

popular in the market place of two units ¥10s and *100s.

have both,

*100s unit,

however,
only), and the *10s
grandly

suited to the

27111 lose one of the advantages of our system — that
A unit of *¥10s would
more

we could
using the *¥100s as a unit of reference, (bank—notes
as our major cveryday unit in coin and note. This
purpcses of those who count millions

of pounds in their statement(*¥1000 of these units are %5129441 12,0d. )
wvould be roughly twice the value of the pound, pro-war, and just over

the value of that of the Victorian Era,
disturb it but it is 2 fin

Duodecimals,

5.

Doubtics

s inflation
e size to herald our Few Bra, the

will
Bra of
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£744.00.
&1,.4.0d.
£1.0,0d,
128,
. 38
25,
15,5d,
15,
3d,
2da
13d,
1d.
5/6d,
e
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¢—h1ghest unit qurther unius of &10 g

Of the oroposced names above, a few can be connocted wuith the old
units of currcncys; the *¥10s "mark™ is choson from the ”11'40 marli, the
*¥10s "royal' is probablj r”rou the * 3, ryal, and orooosul 6 is based
on the *2s. florin, "Banco" is Sir Isanac Pitmen's choice ¢f the
*¥100g waity "quid" is obv1ous; Crown sterling® is put forward because
the 58, Crowm 1s gonc, and the &?Sa halfecrown 18 not included in any
of’ our prepesals,

O
E3
f‘)
3
B

voposals 1y, 2, 3 end 4 are all of the same pattern, and I
upon L;h =1 latoer,

Proposal T upsets the basic units, and one cen guery this proposal
on the grounds that it has all the dl“aquutagbb of the decimnal
sronosals, with the sole advantage that base twelve gives it. .ith
the pound at its present low va“ub there see:r to me tc be no advantages
in this oreposaly it would zlso requirce new urits of currency, new
ceins, rendering all the cld ones wousable.

Proposal L takes the impractical farthing as its lowcst unit,
and has as its highest unit a dcllar of the small valuc cf 35, - a
value that would mean losses in the cxpression of large sums - £1 is
ﬁ*é;SOa %3100—&5, 49,31478 for instance. This proposed 3s. dollar
could, however, be fitted into the schema of 1, 2, 3 or 4 in that &
quarter-mark of 3s. could be colled a doliar, but not used as & unit

of reference n
Provosals 6 and 8 are ncat in that they offer us a top unit of
reference very ncar the &, and take the "decimal" florin as a unit of

-

OO



4 rovised currengy .

cuégggcyo Thoy reduce the halfociny to the relative status of a
farthing — porhaps an advantage if one views the halfpenny as doomed.
The disadventoze 1 sec in these proposals is that they have too small a
unit of reference - *20s ~ a size I have rejected, The other
disadvantage is that the basic units are altercd, albeit little, and
that we should have to have coins belew a florin vwith new values.

By substituting a wnit larger than &1 for £1 we have the
advantazes and uses of the pound vithout its dravbaciis. Ule should not
alter the shilling and perny for o ducdeciumal dvision of a pound,
but should instezd streanline our shiiling and penny ratio to get a
unit higher then cnc pound; there is no point in dividing the pound
by  ten, eight or twelve, xno point in talkinz a unit of roforonce less
then £&1. '

Pinally, as proposals 5,6,7 and 3 upsct the pattern of our
proved and tested basic units, I would lilke fto single cut one of
oroposals 1,253 and 4, rejecting 3 and L becausc their highest uaits
arc too swall, arnd to pick the systen.

*¥1000 »ence=100 shillings=10 marks=1 Crowvm storling, cheosiny the
names given for gy rcacons earlier on.

In this laost system the expression of units is clear enoughs

marks arc written 13500, the second figure being shillings, the last

c: thz Crovm sterlings- Or.13000 the second Tigurc naris, the
third shillings, the iast, psence. ‘e nced not be as hidcbouwnd by

s syston a8 one the decinalists by theirs in expressing units: vhere

st uvut %500 for 5x100 mils, we way put siuply Sk for Ox*100
sed that Cr.03;060, for instance, uses

too nany figures for twoo swmalil a sum ~ this could and should be wmore
czsily oxpressed 11,0360 or 6308 — according to nced., For your
deliberation I suggest we adopt the system 1 proposed in the table,
talding the nomes therc put forward.

h
they
pence. The noint haos beon rai

i

I giwowrlcal my own suggestion for the sizes and netals of
these new units, and a foctnote on colonial currenciesS.

STOP PRMES: Since this srticle was writton the Royal Mint has
rzirtroduced the Crown picce of S8, into the ceinage, This does
not altcr the author's choice of '"Crown storiing" for the *100s,
unit,
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Table D
¢ value

¢ Coins: value

i

$id. # # Plain ;Round : |
#1d. ; Tisd ple :Round ! A ! 1;23 H 1d. i
$3d. [N 34 -4 Pl. - B 05T i 3d.

i sided ;

T

LU i

pla

¢6ds

—
.o
o
-
—
[o2N
TS SN

618

#es, i 152
P
#3535,
$1M

{milled

[NSSFIFORPRRRIIN S S

et iR TS A 13, A R TN WIS WYl S i L

Metals A=as now; B=nickel-brass, as present 3d; C=cupro-nickel, Get. V1;
D=3tandard silver
¢=tc be changed later Fto be brought in now
F.The 2s. will not be n:eded if wore 1s. are minted; the 2s. couvld be apn alternative
to the 38.
Notes: 3M., 6M., Cr.l., and up.

Feotnoto on Colonial Cu:
Some of cur colonies havoe alrezdy divided their pound decimall

Rather than suzg
English systen outright, I would suggest they take theilr basic unit,
cent or mil, and make *100 or *00C of these their new "pound’,

fresent decimal systems
Valve {1 Aden ustraliai Canada i Others {U.B.A)
/i a [ Ya PRt =Ty s db = I / 8
e EAVISTATN 25sh, H 2. 70 £1 &1 § (%/2. O)
! : H : ! .
Currency ;100ct=1sh. a8 ourbé100ot=ﬁ4 =100ct .= g(1000t=5ﬁ)
i ! ? 1000 mil:
Retlonalising the Australian schema 2s curs, and applying the
suggestions above in other cases:-—

T

[Ftoking 1sh of £100cts = 1sh of







W

POUND TO CROWN CONVERSTION TABLE
A AE0 AE00 A£000 AE0 000 A£00 000 ££000 000 A£Omillion A£00million A
Cr msd Cr mgd Cr me COr ms Cr ms Gr ms Cr ms Cr ms
1 0;180 1;480 11;T8 E6;T8  978;T8 8 054;T8 68 460;78 56E 908;78 1
2 03340 2;940 23;94 1E1;94  1735;94 14 OTS;94 114 901;94 EI1E 615;94 2
3 03500 43290 35;80 2T8;80  24E2;80 20 142;80 181 162;80 1 48E 322;80 3
4 03680 5;680 47;68 3T3;68  320E;68 28 197;68 229 603;68 1 T3E;02E;68 4
5 03;840 6;E40 59354 497;54  4028;54 34 230;54 295 TG4;54 2 3TT 938;54 5
6 0;T00 8;400 GE;40 595340  49T5;40 40 285;40 342 305;40 2 95T 685;40 6
7 0;E80 9;880 81;28 #93;28  5762;28 48 31T;28 3TT 766;28 3 30T 352328 7
8 1;140 E;140 93;14 787;14 G51B;14 54 373;14 457 007;14 3 87T 05E;14 8
9  1;300 103600 T5;00 882;00  7298;00 6C 408;00 503 468;00 4 229 968;00 9
A A£000 million ££0 000million A£00 000million A£000 000 million A
ﬂ% Cr ms Cr ms Cr ms Cr ms
1 4 799 674;T8 3T 61F 600;T8 529 177 0C8;T8 2 837 437 072378 1
2 9 377 129;94 79 O3E 001;94 656 332 @15;94 5 472 878 125;94 2
5 11 E54 7T2;80 E7 65T 602;80 983 AT9 022;80 8 OTT OEG 198380 3
4 16 732 257;68 136 07T 003;68 10ED G664 02T;68 T 925 534 24F;068 4
5 1E 30E 900;54 174 899 604;54 1419 81E 037;54 11 560 972 302;54 5
6 23 TT9 385;40 1E3 OES 005;40 1746 996 045;40 14 198 1RO 375340 6
7 28 686 T3T;28 231 718 60G;28 1173 E51 752;28 16 T13 62T 428;28 7
8 31 264 4B3314 270 138 007;14 2171 108 059;14 19 64T TG8 49F;14 8
9 35 T4l E68300 2TT 757 608;00 250T 283 058;00 20 286 2T6 552;00 9
A£1 billion = Cr. 22,E01,724,604;T804 Cr = Crovn -
m = mark
= ghilling
T = ten
£ sterling (decimal) = Crowm sterlinz (dozenel). E = eleven
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~ BOOK REVIEYS

lanuval of The Dozen System, published by The Ducdeciral Society

) e o o TN o DUI T s -
of fmerica, *117L, 53"x85", caper, *33op., $ or 7s.6d.

At last we have what is at the same time a tutor for the
begimmer and a book of refercence for the expert. This bookiet
deserves to be in every library and school. Bvery duodecimalist must
heve a covy.

The introduction is a catechism for those quite new to
dozer.als. The four rules are each folloved by the usual and some
unusual "practical' exercises. Then come vwowers and osrimes,

fractions and convorsions, Only twe dozen vages give a thorough
grounding in dozenal arithmetic.

The rest of the book contains tables of conversion, lozarithms,
sines and tangents, all valvable For refercnce. In weights and
measures the American Do-HMetric systom is briefly outlined as an
cocentable integration of wany of the conventional units on the
duodoecinal base. The bibliography is wide.

AT et s i

Report of the Mctric Systom and Decimal Coinage Committoe 1959,

Dublin, lPublished by the Irish Stationery Oifice, ¥117k, Glx0on,
paper, *8L pp., L4s.5d.

Although dated *1173 this report was not printed until Adril
this year. It is a very clear; clinical assessment of the
"deosirability of establishing a Zaooimglf metric system of weights
and measures and a decimal system of coirage' in Ireland by =
Committee appointed by the Irish iizister for Industry and Commerce
under the chairmanship of Y¥r. A. -. Bayne.

Contrary to the Beaver Coumittee, this one strongly susports
the adovtion of a decimal system of weights and measures, but does
not recommend decimal coinage unless decimal weights and measures
arc adopted. Much devends on what Great Britain does., Woteworthy
guote: "For cveryday shop.ing, the shilling, based on the twelve
units of the wenny, is by reason of its great divisibility a very
convenient coin for swall transactions, (§ 147)

The tables and appendices are particularly useful to compare
and summarize facts.
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DUODECIMAL NOTATION

~

Dear Sirse - I am very happy indeed to rcceive this morning a
copy of your DUODECIMAL NEWSCAST, Year 2, No. 1, together with
Yhe insort (excert?). The whole thing was very intercsting; it
mekes us heore in U.S.A. fcel good to sec your ncwer organisation
carrying on so well,

Haven't scen my own name in print for some time, so got a
1iitle thrill to appear in your list of duodccimal notations
(4 Tor X, kX for E ). Perhaps a littlec cxplanation will
amuse you., Mrst, I definitely subscribe to the "least change"
blocy I can sce nothing to bo gained in changing the mcaning of
the present digits 1 through 9, since they mean the samc in cither
grateom. Entirely new symbols would help in distingrishing which
sretom is boing uzed, but that is sosimply donc in other menncrs.
fur Socicty in goneral uscs italics for duodecimal and vertical
Jor dccimal. Having no italics on any of the typrowriters to which
I havc eccess, I adopted 3§  for the unit point in duodecimal nwibers
aad the Society hes adopted that along with the italics. So we
come to the symbols for 5 x 2 and for onc more than that: Since I
bove to usc an ordinary typewritor, I find that in cach casc, cven
i tho middle of a number, I have to shift in order to make an X
or an B 3 this throws me clear off my stridc, which is prccarious
at beosty; so I tricd to find lower casc letter which had the samc
koight as numcrals,; and hit upon 4 , which may stand for dek ,
and k , which is theo clcventh letter of the English alphabet
{call it kel sincc that scoms to scan better in naming numcrals
than =2l ). I note that, in all the suggestions you give, only one
other than mince can be written on a typowritor without shifting, and
that ons, using p and n , makos a long numbc: look jumpy, to me

at loast.
Best rcgards for your continued succcss.
. K. BUMPEREY
Treasurcr, Thc Duodocimal Socicty of America,
520, A4sh Btroct, Winnctka, I11. 135 Pobruary 117Ls
/Rditor's comment Caramuel in *E50 (£1644) wvas a fow yoars
before typowriters. His is the two digivs of %10 Jjoincd
together, his n of %11i7p
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4N MEMBERSHIP

New Crdinary Mcmbers
Mr, D. Gordon Baggy B:Sc.y "eh.I1.Coy M.I.Chem.m,,
14, Grecen Gate, Warburton Greoen, Halebarns, Cheshire
lir. F. J. Binder, Grecnmead, Iairficld doad, Shawford,
ncar ¥inchester, Hampshire
Hr. T. G. Franklin, 59, Lugsmore Lanc, Toll Bar, St. Hclons, Lancs.

How Supporting M*mbvr —_ threo

RS L ANt

Changgs of Addressos
Mr. B. C. Haggett "Avon', Little Wakering Poad, Barling, Fesox

Hr. Van Alloa Lyman,Baroo7ona Hotol Junlpcr Strect9
2

NS TS I o N A

OBITUARY

Sir Lonnox Russell (*X July 1100 —— 27 January 1174)

shall remcmber Sir Lemmox Russcll as onc of the picnee
"members of our Socicty. The day aftoer roadlﬂg a lctter in

'Tho Times' on 13 April 1173 he wrote to the Socicty. IHe joinc
soon after and watched, as he promiscd, "the progress of the move-
ment with great intcrest". He was alvays a man of action with
many activities, as can bc shoun by an cxtract from his reoply last
Scptember when offered the Presidceincy of the Duodecimal Socicty of
Great Britains "It is now over cighteen months since I resigned
the Presidency of a local Conscrvative Association which I had held
for many ycars, and I feel that I could not undertake tho
Progidency of your association, much as I should have likcd to do
so, had I beon younger and possesscd of normal hoaring."

Sir Lennox Russell, cducated at Rugby and St. John's College
embridge, had a vory distinguished carcor in the Political
Deoartmﬁnt of the Government of India, rotiring in 1146 to Surrey.
He held firm bubt well-informed vicws on matters to do with the
Church and with politics,.

Ao a Sooloty we shall miss a man of such qualities.

sz s - LTI L N R e o R T A T

Duodccimal graph paper: Sootlonal Shoet and Pads of all sizes
with squarcs divided into twcliths, half and onc inch arc made
by H. W. Pecl & Co. Ltd. in 'The Planct Scrics', obtainable from
usual stationery supplicrs.
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U OD=ZCIMALS IN THF RBRITISH PRES S,\\

Letter in 'Tke Times' (B. R. Bishop) #*S February
Report of ar interview in 'The Ivening News' *13 February
Advertisement in 'John o' London's' (L. Loynes) #16 February
Letter in 'Tho National Mossage! (F. J. Binder) Hay

" " 1The Guardian' (Prof. A. C, Aitkon) *7 May

n weoon I {(#lvar Ellegard) 12 lay
Review of 'Ilsskurso on nowmbroj' in 'The Brltlbh sperantist'  June

(not listed in the last 'Duodecimel News ast!)

Review of 'Zkslurso cn nombroj' in ’Studento' August, *1173

Letters arc the chcapest and very effective means of advertise—

ment., Constantly there are news itcuws, articles and lettcrs which

givs an excuse, e.g., anything on rational units can lead to a letter
on +he ursatis—factor-inzsss of decimals and the happy solution in

bas: twelve. Our letter to the Beaver Committee (a copy has been

sent to Membeors) and Socicty publications cover most topics to choosc
frem. Letters accepted seem the unemeotional, topical, rclcvant, \
concise. Diffcrent papers necd different styles. HMost Eritons like

a short appeal to tradition. Articles for magazincs must bo succinct,
but allow fuller reasonings. Technical journals sllow specializations.

R S NN R A 2 . " @ S— i e 2 kg

DUODHCIMAL PUBLICATIONS

The following publications are available through the Society,
packing and postagc a penny in the shilling sxtra.

Duodecimal Leaflct frec
Duodecimal Newscasts for *1173 , s64.,
i 17 " 7;-1374 1S;Od-
Co J. Mckullen A Duodecimal Calcendar 564,
3. Forguson A rsvised curvency ;6d.
F. Zmerson Andrews An Excursion in Numbers a fow fre
0 " 1 N 1 1" 1
Tkskurso _cn nombroj (in Janb,unto)
Ralph H, Beard Antipatio al sritmetikc " L A
J. Halero Jomnston The Reverse Notation Lss30d.
Jean Bssig Dousme notre dix fubur (in Fronch) 13s50d.
" " Lo duodecimalité: chimére ou vdritd futurc 65364,

Duodecimal Society of America ilsnual of The Dozen System  7s36d.
" " " " The Duodecimal Bulletin 35:638.,
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